
 
 

GSA F+P 2021 Student Letter 
 
Hello photographers and filmmakers! We want to welcome you to the GSA Film + Photography class of 
2021! You’ve worked hard to get here and should be very proud of yourself!  
 
As you may expect, the GSA Film + Photography experience will be slightly different this year, but rest 
assured we are crafting a fantastic program to make sure you are getting the enriching and engaging 
experience GSA has always strived for.  
 
To get the ball rolling, we have some questions to get a better understanding of your interests and 
needs during the program. You can answer the questions directly in this document and we expect that 
the spacing/formatting will change as you enter your answers, so don’t worry about that. Make sure 
to save the file name in this format: Firstname_Lastname_F+P 2021 Student Letter. Please send the 
completed document to willcravensgsa@gmail.com at your earliest convenience, but no later than 
June 2nd, 2021. It should take about an hour to complete. Feel free to reach out if you have any 
questions!  
 
Questions 
 

1. If you had to sum it up, what drives you to explore and pursue the craft of Film/Photography? 
 
 

2. Where might you see yourself as a photographer and/or filmmaker in the years to come? 
 
 

3. What are some things you hope to get out of your GSA F+P experience? 
 
 
Crafting Our Curriculum  
As young artists, you are just scratching the surface of the film and photography industries. They ebb 
and flow with changing technology, emerging market, and a new crop of talented artists. With that in 
mind, we want to get an idea of what interests you and what you might want to learn about the most.  
 

4. Listed below are some of the topics we might explore during the program. We’d like you to rank 
each topic using a number from 1 to 3 (1 = very interested, 2 = somewhat interested and 3 = 
not very interested). Place these numbers in front of each topic. 

 
Film Topics 
Cinematography 
Documentary filmmaking 
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Film Industry Roles 
Interviews/Studio Portraits 
Lighting 
Philosophy of Film and Photography 
Post-production/Editing 
Producing (planning shoots, shot lists, location scouting, etc.) 
Script writing 
Short Films 
Timelapses 
YouTube/social media platforms 
Other:_____________________ 
 
 
Photo Topics 
Camera Mechanics 
Exposure 
Composition 
Light 
Color 
Texture 
Depth of Field 
Film Photography/Darkroom techniques 
Macro photography 
Photojournalism 
Photoshop basics 
Portraits 
Long-exposure photography 
Other:_____________________ 

 
 

5. What other still photography topics would you like to explore if there is time? 
 
 
Equipment 
Now, let’s talk about equipment. There is an old saying that the best camera for the job is the one 
you’ve got. GSA will provide the essential tools you’ll need to succeed in the F+P discipline, including a 
basic camera/lens kit and a computer in our classroom to use during studio time.  
 

6. That said, many students prefer to bring their own equipment because they are familiar with it 
and will continue using it after the program. We would like to learn more about what you will 
bring to the program if that’s the case for you. Put N/A (not applicable) under any that don’t 
apply to you. Again, we’ll have a camera for you that’s capable of photo and video if needed. 
Side note: If there are any terms/lingo you see below that you aren’t familiar with, this is a good 
opportunity to look them up to get a head start! 

 
Equipment you will bring with you to the program 

 
Digital photography camera: Example - Canon Rebel T7i 



Digital video camera: Example - Canon Rebel T7i (if it’s the same camera as above)   
 
 
Film camera (a traditional film photography camera, not digital) 
 
 
All lenses available for each camera (include focal length in mm and F-stop numbers for each):  

• Make sure to note any specialty lenses you have such as a macro lens. 

• Examples: Canon 18-55mm F3.5-5.6, Canon 50mm F1.8, Canon 60mm F2.8 macro lens 
 
 
Audio equipment (microphone, wireless LAV, audio recorder, etc., if any) 
 
 
Lighting equipment (flash, continuous lighting, etc., if any) 
 
 
Other gear you may have and want to bring (such as tripod, gimbal, slider, etc.) 
 
 
Will you need to use a photo/video camera provided by GSA? 
 

 
Experience 
We want to get a better understanding of how comfortable you are with a camera. We don’t expect you 
to be seasoned professionals, and learning is part of our program! Some of these questions may have 
been asked in the application process, but this is where the F+P faculty can get more details. Honesty is 
best because we are here to help, so answer the questions below the best you can.  
 
Describe your level of experience with each of these below: 
 

7. Your camera (including settings, dials, etc.): 
 
 

8. The basics of exposure, including aperture, shutter speed and ISO: 
 
 

9. Photo editing: 
 
 

10. Video editing: 
 
 

11. Are there any particular aspects of your camera you would like to learn more about?  
 
 
 



Thank you so much for taking the time to fill this out as it helps us craft the best curriculum that is best 
suited for the F+P class of 2021! Please come prepared to work hard, embrace the challenges that this 
art form will throw at you, maintain a positive attitude toward yourself and others, and have fun in the 
process! We very much look forward to working with you and are genuinely excited to get started!  
 
All the best,  
 
Will Cravens, Film Faculty 
James Kenney, Photography Faculty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


