
 
 

PRE-PROGRAM DRAMA LETTER 2021 
Please read this in its entirety, and follow directions closely 

 
Dear Drama Student,  
 
Congratulations on your acceptance to The Kentucky Governor's School for the Arts! On Sunday, June 
27th you will begin an exciting three-week journey that will inspire, challenge and support you—as an 
artist and as a person.  
 
In addition to reviewing this letter and preparing for the rigors of the program by following the 
instructions on the next page, please give some thought to your artistic and personal goals, and how 
GSA can help you achieve them.  
 

THE PROGRAM 
The majority of your days will consist of studios with Drama faculty, where you will explore 
improvisation, playwriting, vocal production, movement, and acting technique. You will apply these 
experiences to monologues and scenes from plays, movement pieces, and devised theatre pieces you 
will help conceive, execute, and perform. There will be many opportunities to learn about careers in 
theatre, college programs, and how to use theatre training for non-theatre careers. Other topics may 
include film acting, stage combat and stunts, mask, pantomime, and design. 
 

THE ENVIRONMENT 
GSA offers a “Judgment-Free Zone,” where everyone is accepted for who they are, what they believe, 
and where they come from. This environment is built on respect, kindness, and open heartedness. We 
know that everyone is worthy of love and has something to offer. Your faculty will work hard to make 
sure that our working space is safe, respectful, and affirming. Students will be encouraged to express 
themselves and to give that space to others as well. The constant positivity can sometimes be 
overwhelming, so we encourage every student to figure out what it takes to bring their “best self” to 
class every day and to do so unfailingly to keep up and to take care of the team. 
 

HOW TO PREPARE 
The instructions below will help everyone get (and stay) on the same page from Day One. Some of them 
involve things to bring with you to the program. Others involve what to do in advance of the program so 
that you are as ready as possible. Please review these lists more than once; it is important that you stay 
ahead of expectations so that you don’t fall behind. The program moves quickly, and you don’t want to 
have to catch up! 
 
If you have any questions about what to expect during the program, or if you have any trouble 
completing the preparations on the following page, please do not hesitate to contact us – we are here 
for you! The best way to reach us is through the GSA office at gsainfo@kentuckyperformingarts.org . 
 

mailto:gsainfo@kentuckyperformingarts.org


We are very much looking forward to working with you this summer.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Bill Caise, Ellie Clark, and Bo List  
GSA Drama Faculty  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



TO DO BEFORE GSA 
 

Read the play Failure: a Love Story, by Philip Dawkins (which we will send to you). Then wait a few days 
(or a week) and read it again. The playwright will be joining us (virtually) for some workshop time, and it 
will be important to be ready to discuss their play and have good questions on hand. 
 
Read at least one play of your choosing by one of the following playwrights, and be prepared to discuss 
it at length during the program:  
 

• (Classic, old-school) Arthur Miller, William Inge, Tennessee Williams, Eugene O’Neill, Lillian 
Hellman, Lorraine Hansberry, Edward Albee  
 

• (Modern masters) Caryl Churchill, Sam Shepard, Beth Henley, Moisés Kaufman, Tony Kushner, 
Paula Vogel, Lanford Wilson, Terrence McNalley, Anna Deavere Smith, Steven Dietz, David 
Mamet, John Patrick Shanley, Theresa Rebeck, Amiri Baraka, Jane Martin, August Wilson, 
Charles Mee  

 

• (Fresh Blood) Sarah Ruhl, Suzan-Lori-Parks, Branden Jacobs-Jenkins, Lynn Nottage, Stephen Adly 
Guirgis, Lauren Gunderson, Kristen Greenidge, Jordan Harrison, David Adjmi, Victoria Stewart, 
Allison Moore, Keith Adkins, Will Power, Charles Smith 
 

If you can, bring the script(s) with you. The more options we have for monologues and scenes, the 
better! 
 

YOUR HEALTH 
 

Discuss your health plan with your family; it is important that you make good, healthy choices during the 
program. This includes (but is not limited to) getting plenty of sleep, eating healthfully, and observing 
best practices related to COVID-19 (social-distancing, sanitization, and mask-wearing when appropriate). 
Also be sure to take any and all needed medications on their appropriate schedules. GSA is NOT the 
time to experiment with your health!  
 
Note: We will be following the GSA COVID-19 protocol at all times. Lax, inattentive, or argumentative 
behaviors related to following these guidelines are not compatible with our program. Arrive prepared to 
follow these guidelines and to follow them well. 
 

TO BRING TO GSA (HAVE READY AT ALL TIMES) 
 

• One memorized monologue: The one you auditioned with is fine, but you may share another if 
you prefer (as long as it is memorized).  

 

• Three pieces of news/media on issues about which you feel strongly: Newspaper articles, book 
passages, video clips (YouTube or other).  

 

• A piece of music that is significant to you. It should be locatable on a digital platform (YouTube, 
Spotify, iTunes, etc.). 

 



• A journal and plenty of writing utensils. You will write a lot in this program, and it is best to do 
so in a dedicated journal or notebook that is for this and this alone. 

 

• Clothing that allows you to move freely (excluding pajamas): During this program you will 
stretch, bend, jump and move in various other ways. It is imperative that you do not wear 
clothes that limit your ability to participate fully (no tight jeans, short shorts, skirts of any kind, 
flip flops, high heels, dangly jewelry, etc.). It is also imperative that we can see how your body is 
moving in order to give appropriate feedback and keep you safe. Leggings or workout pants are 
great. Oversized clothing is not great. Make sure you are wearing clothing that you don’t have to 
tug at or pull up constantly. If you have long hair, please have a hair tie to keep your hair out of 
your face. You will also need socks (preferably ankle socks) for specialized movement work. 
Bring enough so that you always have clean socks for the day! 

 

• A constant supply of clean (or new, disposable) masks to wear throughout the day. It is your 
responsibility to make sure you are constantly equipped with one (and a spare!) and that it fits 
well enough that it does not fall under your nose or off your face. 

 

• A reusable water bottle always on-hand.  
 

• Neutral black clothing: No logos or writing please! You will need at least one outfit for studio: a 
button down or polo style shirt or blouse and black pants or a skirt. Black socks and shoes would 
also be helpful. 

 

• A nice audition outfit. We will let you know in the program what this consists of. No need to 
buy anything; it is probably already in your closet! 

 
JUST A FEW MORE THINGS… 

 
This summer will present instructional challenges your faculty has not experienced before. Please be 
patient with us.  
 
This program will ask you to step outside your comfort zone and try new things and consider new ideas. 
Be patient with them.  
 
You will be asked to develop quick intimacy with a large group of exciting new collaborators that come 
from very different backgrounds. Please be patient with them.  
 
You will be asked to learn new things about yourself, to perform at a higher level than you’ve previously 
experienced, and to try things that don’t come easily. Please be patient with yourself. 
 
 


